Little Brown Bat
(Myatis lucifugu9

The Little Brown Bat is one
of the most common bat
species and is found
throughout North America
including Alaska. This is a
colonial bat that can be
found in human dwellings,
but they will also roost in
trees during the summer.
During the winter, the Little Brown Bat will
hibernate in caves or mines. It appears at least
some Little Brown Bats on Fort Drum fly to the
other side of the Adirondacks to hibernate in the
Champlain Valley. Little Brown Bats have
experienced extensive population declines due to
White-nose Syndrome.

How Can You Tell Them Apart?
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and are very difficult to tell apart. They all typically
have dark ears, faces, and wing membranes; glossy
brown or gray fur; wingspans of 81 inches; and
body lengths of 23 inches. Determining the species
can usually only be done by individuals trained to
handle bats. If you happen to find a bat and are
interested to know what species you have, please
contact Fort Drum or NYSDEC biologists.

Northern Longeared Bat

(Myotis septentrionalis)

The Northern
Longeared Bat can
also be found in
human structures,
but is more of a
forest-dwelling
species than other
bats. It will use

loose bark, cavities, and cracks in trees for roosts
during the summer. They use their large ears to
echolocate or navigate through dense vegetation
that other bats usually avoid. They will also use caves
and mines for hibernation in the winter. The Northern
Longeared Bat has been severely impacted by
White-nose Syndrome and was listed as threatened
under the Endangered Species Act in 2015.

Smallfooted Bat
(Myotis leibii)

This bat is the smallest bat
species in New York State.
Weighing in at less than a nickel,
this colonial bat is often found
roosting in rock crevices, under
boulders, and in quarries in the
summer. They hibernate in caves
or mines in the winter. The
Smallfooted Bat is a Species of
Special concern in New York.

Indiana Bat
(Myotis sodalis)

Despite being called the
Indiana Bat, in 2006
there was approximately
35,000 bats, or 9% of the
entire population in New
York State. The number
of Indiana bats has since
declined due to White

: nose Syndrome.
Fort Drum documented the first Indiana Bat on the
installation in August 2006. This is currently the only
federally endangered species on Fort Drum. These
colonial bats roost under
loose bark and in cracks
in trees during the
summer. In winter,
Indiana bats hibernate
in caves or mines in
groups of 300400 bats
per square foot.

Whi-nhese Syndro

White-nose Syndrome is a disease that has killed
millions of bats across eastern North America
including Fort Drum and New York State. Infected
bats usually have a white fungus growing around thq
nose, wings, and ears. Infected bats have been
reported to display abnormal behaviors and
movement during hibernation, which may ultimately
lead to depletion of fat reserves and starvation.
Humans cannot contract Whitenose Syndrome.
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Natural Resources Branch
Environmental Division
Directorate of Public Works
Fort Drum, NY

315-772-4999 772 9636
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